Upcoming
Events

8/31 Anti-Bullying Week
9/07 Labor Day (No School)

9/08 Market Day Pick-Up @
BJH

?/15 Dismissal @ 2:00 p.m.
9/18 Picture Day

9/22 Dismissal @ 2:00 p.m.
9/29 Dismissal @ 2:00 p.m.
9/29 Open House 6:00 p.m.

Open House
September 29

6:00 p.m.

Longwood
Elementary

NISWA
September 2009

Welcome

Welcome Back!! It's been wonderful to see each of your
kids again and get started on a new school year!
Longwood Elementary is also welcoming new staff this
year. These are awesome educators who will
compliment the awesome staff already at Longwood.

* Suzanne Donovan Gifted/Explore Teacher
* Jessica Robles ELL/Bilingual Teacher

* Melanie Simon Pre-Kindergarten

* Ashley Taylor 39 Grade

Breakfast at 8:15 a.m.

Breakfast now begins at 8:15 a.m. When students are
dropped off at 8:15, they will go directly into the school
cafeteria for breakfast. Students who are not eating
breakfast will go directly to their classrooms. Breakfast is
over at 8:30. We are frying this new set-up with the
following goals:

* To get students safely into the building as soon as
they arrive

* To have students arrive to school on-time

* To provide more time for instruction in the
classroom

Please remember, the building does not open until 8:15
a.m. There is no supervision for students who are
dropped off before this time.



Safety
Parents please do not be offended when a staff

member asks you to check into the office before
going down a hall. For the safety of our students, we

need to know who is in the building at all fimes.

H1N1 School Prevention

* Please keep the school up to date with any
changes of phone numbers on the emergency
contact lists.

* Promote good hand hygiene and respiratory

er hand washing

g your mouth when

e supplies of hand

ymptoms, such as a
hool.

Building Readers: Build Your Child’s Vocabulary

Research shows that kids who have good
vocabularies are good at comprehending what they
read. The more words kids know, the better they

understand reading materials.

5:30 - SRV M7]

Be Safe
Be Respeciful

Be Responsible




Home& School

Working Together for School Success

CONNECTION’

September 2009

Parent-child notes

Exchanging notes with
your children can help you stay cor
nected now that theyOre back in
school. Tuck an encouraging note
inside a school folder or by their
breakfast plates. They just might-su
prise you by leaving notes for you t
Pnd, too.

Music can boost read
ing and math skills.
Song lyrics teach
rhyming words and build vocabular
and clapping to a beat helps your
youngster learn about patterns. Mal
music part of daily life by singing
together in the car, playing the radi
while you cook dinner, and attendin
free community concerts.

e

Getting acquainted
Encourage your child to get to knoy

his classmates better. First, have him

list the students® names. Next, ask
him to think of one thing he knows
about each person. He can write it
next to the childOs name on the list
(OTrevor: has a pet frog,0 OEva: s
SpanishO).

Worth quoting

OThe best preparation for tomorrow
doing your best today.O

H. Jackson Brown Jr.

OIOm glad IOm §
Pnally eight. \
This is the
oldest IOve
ever been
in my entire
life!O

O =

y

D
g

V

ke hands, eat a snack, and do his

y Setting goals

Longwood Elementary School
Mr. Reginald Patterson, Principal

A good start

You can help make this
school year a great one for
your child. Here are a few
simple things you can do at
home to help him succeed
in school.

Follow a routine

A routine at home will
prepare your youngster for
a schedule at school. For
example, every day after
school, he might wash his

homework. '
attention. Practicing like this will get

Promote independence gim used to doing classwork.

Say, OYou can do it!/O when your chil
asks for help with something you know Recognize effort
he can do on his owrExamples: organiz Praise your youngster for trying. For
ing his binder, bnding his lost glasses. example, if heOs been struggling with
This will encourage the independence division, you might tell him, OYou
heQll need in the classroom. worked hard this week and got most

. 1
Build attention span of the problems right. Good job!O

Have your child focus on one activityHave conversations
while sitting at a table or desk for 15 Teach your child to talk about his

eals20 minutes each day. He can draw, experiences. If you visit a zoo or a park,
practice handwriting, or write a storyN ask, OWhat was your favorite part of our

trip?0 Talk during family meals, while
running errands, and at bedtin¥e.

anything that motivates him to pay

What would your child like to learn this year? Help her
setNand reachNgoals with this homemade time capsule:

I. Ask your youngster to choose a few goals (read
Beverly Cleary®amona books by herself, memorize
all the state capitals).

2. Have her write each idea on a separate she
paper and draw a picture to go along with it.

3. Let her cover a cereal box with construction
paper and label it OMy Goals.O Then, she can put her
papers inside and tape the box closed.

o

4. Suggest that she keep the time capsule on her dresser as a reminder offher
\goals. She can open it at the end of the school year to see which ones ¥hgJmet.
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(math night, fun fair). If you
are available during school
hours, ask the teacher what
you can do to help. She
might have you organize the
classroom library or help
students in the lunchroom
or computer lab.

o (] /\,
Staying involved -~
When parents get involved in education,// G’&tgjg// 5“,9 /
kids do better in school and enjoy it L -

more. Luckily, there are many ways you
can participate. Here are several:

® Talk to your youngster about what
happens in school. Ask her to show
you something she learndgample:
OCan you recite the poem you mem //////////
orized?0 Or have her call a grand
parent or other special person to
tell about her day.

® Read information that
your child brings home,
such as class notices and
school newsletters. These let
you know what she is study
ing and alert you to important
@ Visit the school. If you work during events like back-to-school night
the day, try to attend an evening event or picture dayy

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
.........
.........
e
e
e
°®
.
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Love the library! (

SPOt ?he gOOd The public library is full of wonderful things for
behavior your child to discover, and itOs free! Your family can AN

When vou notice vour vounaster enjoy the library with these ideas:
behavingywell menti{)n it'yHeC)gII be mor™® Consider starting a regular library tradition. You might
likely to repea,t the good behavior visit every other Tuesday afternoon or on the third Saturda

HereOs an activi of the month.

that will help. B Let your youngster choose a theme, such as plants 0Ls )

Make a tic- castles, for each visit. Try to bnd at least one related itehT™=
tac-toe board by | from each section (bction, nonbction, biography, magazine, video). SheOll see that
dividing a sheet

the library offers many ways to get information.
of paper into nine

- m Take advantage of special features. For instance, your library might include a loca

squares. Ask your = history collection or a special-needs section. Or it might have art displays, story

youngster to think of . hours, puppet shows, or craft workshops: If your library has several nearby

Pve behaviors to work obxamples: OPUt pranches, take turns visiting them so you can try all the different things each one

away my toys,O OShare with my brothergs to offel

OTalk nicely in the grocery store.O
Then, have him write one behavior

in each corner square and one in the

center square. In the other four squard

he can write fun activities to do togeth

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

After-school activities

(play a board game, draw with sidewa Q: Our son has tried soccer and His fav_orite school sub_jects might
chalk) ’ A art class. He wasn’t excited about ~ also prowd_e clues. If he likes science,
Eac.h time you spot him doing a good either one and wanted to quit. he could sign up for a nature program.
How can we help him find an activity he’ll If he prefers reading or

behavior from the board, point it out and
have him circle that box. When he gets
three, let him choose one of the activitiesAs Joinin~g a team or club can build
to do with you¥ your sonOs conbdence and introduce
him to kids who share his interests. Try
_ _ o asking him what he liked and didnOt like
To provide busy parents with practical ideas .. .
that promote school success, parent involvement, about each aCthltY- For InStance’
and more effe\c[ive parenting. maybe he enjoyed being on a
Resources for Educators, team but didnOt like the run

a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.

A . youOll teach him the
/ 3PZBM "WFOVF t 'SPOU BPRmY irvolved in soccer. In L
t SGFDVTUPNFSIX value of sticking

PMUF FSAR P
www.rfeonline.com tﬁaﬂ_%\éé’ )$OB CBUId SuggeStN : with Something,

xa4/ T-ball or swimming.

like?

writing, help him pnd
a book club or a writ
ing group.
When he makes
a choice, encourage
him to go to all the
sessions. Hopefully,
he will like itNand
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